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We are changing our focus in Literacy.  We have moved from Fairy Tales to a series of books called The Magic Tree House series.  In each book, the title characters Jack and Annie, travel to a different place and time.  Most weeks, we will spend the first week of the theme building background knowledge about the time period and culture Jack and Annie will visit in the story.  Week 2-3 of the theme will be spent covering one chapter of the story each day.  Children will read and write about Jack and Annie and learn Science and Social studies concepts related to the geographic location and time period the books takes place in. Children will also use the background knowledge and story events they learn about to dramatize the story in centers. This week, we learned background content that will help us better understand the time of the dinosaurs for the Magic Tree House (MTH) Book #1: Dinosaur Before Dark.  We created fact books about dinosaurs containing points of interest from non-fiction books I read aloud. Ask your child what he/she learned about dinosaurs!  


Spotlight Activity:  Elkonin Boxes


Elkonin Boxes are a series of activities that provide practice in hearing sounds in the order they appear in a word.  This is a very important skill for reading. In the first activity children jump on a spot for each sound while saying the sounds. It helps the children get the rhythm of phonemes (sounds) in words.  In the second activity, we move to pushing chips/tokens to represent each sound. For cat- we hear all the sounds /c/, /a/, /t/. 














WHAT ARE WE DOING IN SCHOOL?





Theme:  Prehistoric Times – Dinosaurs Before Dark


What’s happening in centers: We were practicing how to follow directions in order to create props to act out the story next week.  


What Reading & Writing Skills are being practiced?  We are now using our writing skills to write facts. Your child will be bringing that booklet home. Next week, when we finish a Magic Tree House story, each child will bring home his/her own version of the book.  Phonemic awareness, letter sounds and names, and segmenting sounds are the focus of our small group literacy games. Please continue to practice the IHWH games NIGHTLY with your child. The more he/she practice, the more fluent he/she will become.


What Math Skills are being practiced?  The new Common Core Math Standards ask kindergarten programs to spend more time on number sense - representing and comparing numbers, than any other topic in Kindergarten.  So, we continue to practice to fluency with games like the Numerals Game and Number Line Hopscotch. We also played IHWH shapes with trapezoids, hexagons, and more! 
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WISH LIST





* Colored Card Stock (used to make many games for the classroom) 





Thank you very much for the donations from last week!!!!! 





 














CALENDAR REMINDERS


Oct 3- School Pictures


Oct 6- Box Tops Collected


Oct 7- No PM K


Oct 10-No School


Oct. 19 & 20 No Kindergarten (Parent Teacher Conferences)


Oct. 21- Sparky’s Puppet Show from PTO


October 28 -Halloween Party and Parade





Birthdays


Oct. 8- Levi


Oct. 14th-  Maci


Oct. 22- Wes


Oct. 27- Filipe
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Ms. Boudreau’s Home/School Connection


A newsletter connecting home and school environments








Class Web Sites:


� HYPERLINK "http://jenniferboudreau.weebly.com" �http://jenniferboudreau.weebly.com�





Suggested Sites: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.funbrain.com" �www.funbrain.com� - Play games while practicing reading and math skills.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pbskids.org" �www.pbskids.org� - Hang out with your favorite characters while learning. 








EXTENSIONS AT HOME:


Count everything.  Talk about who has more or less of something and how you know.


Ask your child a fact or two about dinosaurs .


Visit one of the web sites to the left.	


		





Notes from the Teacher:  


* Friendly reminder… There is no AM or PM Kindergarten on Oct 19 or Oct 20 due to parent/teacher conferences. 


* We collect Box Tops for Education all year long. Send them in whenever you have them, and I will keep them safe for you until the PTO collects them!  


* You can order from Scholastic at any time. The next order will be due November 6th. � HYPERLINK "http://www.scholastic.com" �www.scholastic.com�  Class Code: GPD3G. 


* PLEASE PRACTICE SIGHT WORDS NIGHTLY! 


* Magic Tree House Series: PLEASE DO NOT READ THESE BOOKS AHEAD OF TIME WITH YOUR CHILD- LET HIM/HER UNCOVER THE BOOKS IN SCHOOL SO IT IS NEW AND EXCITING. Thank you very much! 








Different Ways to Learn Sight Words





Immerse Your Learning Area- Absolutely immerse your learning area with words and flashcards. Hang them from the ceiling like a ladder, have them on the windows, pop them on the bedroom door, or place them on your bathroom mirror.  Children have to absolutely be enveloped by words—Everywhere! 





Coin Toss/Beanbag Toss- Place selected sight words on the floor face up. Take turns with your child to toss the coin, or beanbag onto the word and then say that word. Make this more difficult by asking the ‘tosser’ to throw onto a specific word or use other clues, such as- a word that begins with ’b’ or a word that has  4 letters. 








Who Am I? Game- Have your flashcards on display. Take turns with your child giving ‘who am I’ clues for a chosen word. For example, I am yellow, I have 5 letters, I end in Y. Then, the parent or child guesses the word. 





Hangman- Have your selected sight words on display. Play Hangman, and use the sight word cards as reference. 








Find-a-Word in Books- Using your pile of sight words cards as reference, have your child find each word in a children’s book. Write down the word and see how many times it is found. You could even use tally lines! 





Class Web Sites:


� HYPERLINK "http://jenniferboudreau.weebly.com" �http://jenniferboudreau.weebly.com�





Suggested Sites: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.funbrain.com" �www.funbrain.com� - Play games while practicing reading and math skills.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.pbskids.org" �www.pbskids.org� - Hang out with your favorite characters while learning. 








WISH LIST








* Colored Card Stock





Thank you very much for the donations from last week!!!!! 





 














CALENDAR REMINDERS


Oct 3- School Pictures


Oct 6- Box Tops Collected


Oct 7- No PM K


Oct 10- No school


Oct. 19 & 20 No Kindergarten (Parent Teacher Conferences)


Oct. 21- Sparky’s Puppet Show from PTO


October 28-Halloween Party and Parade
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